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In a unanimous vote June 11, the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee approved a bill that
would reorganize the Commerce Department and the Office of the US Trade Representative
(USTR). The bill would rename the Department of Commerce as the Department of Industry and
Technology, making it responsible for promoting the development of technologies that could
generate exports. Second, the legislation would create within the new department the Advanced
Civilian Technology Agency (ACTA) to provide funding for long-term, high-risk technological
development not undertaken by private industry. Third, the bill would rename the USTR the
US Trade Administration (USTA). The USTA would be moved from the White House to the
Commerce Department to assume responsibilities of that department's offices of international
economic policy and trade administration. The transfer of the USTR (USTA) would place trade
policy-making, implementation and enforcement functions in one government agency for the
first time. The trade representative would also direct a small office for trade policy coordination
within the White House. Within the USTA, the bill would separate individuals who enforce trade
law from those who negotiate trade agreements with other countries. The trade bill passed by the
House of Representatives in April does not contain similar proposals. If the full Senate accepts
the Governmental Affairs Committee proposals and includes the same in the overall trade bill
the Senate is developing, House and Senate conferees would have to work out that difference
and others between the two bills. Alan Woods, Deputy Trade Representative, has said the Reagan
administration opposes any reorganization at this time because it would create turmoil in making
policy just as the United States is participating in the Uruguay round of world trade talks. The full
Senate could consider the combined trade bill as early as next week.
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